1ms29 French Regime in Wisconsin

We were regaled with turkeys and buffalo tongues. A thousand
attentions were lavished upon the Kikapous as soon as they had
presented the scalps of the Renards. By this unequivoeal sign
it was understood that the Kikapous really wished for the peace
so greatly desired by the Illinois.

I left on the fifteenth, and journeyed 40 leagues to reach the
French fort where Monsieur Desliettes and the officers received
me courteously. Reverend Father Guignas had arrived seven
days before with the two mascoutin chiefs, to whom Monsieur
Desliettes gave presents to induce them to maintain peace and
union.

A detachment of 20 Frenchmen was told off under an officer
to escort the Kikapous and Mascoutins to their village.

It is estimated that there are about 200 men amongst the
Kikapous and 600 men in the three illinois villages. There are
two French settlements of very considerable size, containing
nearly 200 French some of whom are married to Illinois women
and others to French women from New Orleans. They sell
flour and pork on the sea coast, and bring back goods from
there.

Eight days after my arrival, T started for Canada by way of
the Ouabache ;* but, after proceeding 20 leagues always against
the current which is very rapid, the hands of our men became
go badly blistered that we were compelled to return to Kaskas-
ks,  In going down we went over in one day the distance that
it had taken us eight days to pass over while ascending. Rev-
erend Father Boulanger,” the missionary amongs the Mizik-
Illinots, told me that ten of his people were going by land to
the Otyas [Ouiatonons]. T decided to follow them and prom-
ised to pay them well if they took good care of me.

I started from the Illinois country on May 2, with a young
Kikapou, a nephew of the great chief, and a little slave for
Monsieur the governor-general of Canada.

1The Ohio River, which was, at the time, usually called the Wabash
below the entrance of the latter river.—Eb.
2See Wis. Hist. Colls., xvi, p. 455.—Eb.
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